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(Director Lily Wu at rehearsals, photo-
graph by Quentin Liao and Vivi Cheng)

 Lily Wu is the director of the 
2020 senior play, a student produc-
tion of Sarah Kane’s Cleansed that 
pushes the limits on what is and isn’t 
acceptable in theater, at the Arens 
Performing Arts Centre, FJU on De-
cember 23, 24, and 26. It is a play of 
four interweaving storylines of how 
love can endure violence and atroci-
ties.
 Due to portrayals of excessive vi-
olence such as dismemberment, rape, 
and force-feeding in Kane’s script, 
many faculty members at FJU showed 
concern for this year’s senior play 
production. However, both Wu and 
her actors worked very hard to por-
tray sensitive topics with symbolism, 
stage-makeup, dancing, and lighting.
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Catherine Chen, Steven Hsu, and Hunter Yang at 
rehearsals, photograph  by Jean He

 Regarding the controversy and 
backlash, the chairman of the English 
department BC Chen commented, 
“One of the important spirits for 
the English Department at Fu-Jen 
is to treasure our free will to make 
choices. […] We are grateful [for] any 
input and insights to our senior play 
Cleansed. The rise of the criticism 
shows caring and sharing. Because 
of these thoughts and criticism[,] we 
learn our students and core members 
of the SP team better, and it is our 
hope to keep the important spirits 
of our department.” To fully disclose 
her audiences, Wu and her team 
decided to rate the production as NC-
17, talk about her creative process 
before all three performances, and, 
along with instructor Mr. Hegel 
Tsai, held forums with the actors 
addressing the audience’s questions 
and concerns after the performance.
 Another point worth noting is 
that, due to the nature of the chosen 
script, Wu decided that it would best 
suit the non-linear script to use as 
little blackouts as possible. All five 
settings in the play are on stage si-
multaneously, with different stage 
lights cross-fading to represent a 
change of location.
Q: What motivated you to take 

on the role of  this year’s direc-

tor for the senior play?

A: While I was working on the sound 
effects team on the Annual Play pro-
duction last year, I noticed the direc-
tor Natasha Lin and one of the ac-
tors having a hard time reaching an 
agreement. I kind of interfered and 
acted as a mediator between them.

That’s when I realized I had many 
ideas about some of the scenes. Some 
members of the Annual Play noticed 
and seemed to like my suggestions, 
so I was encouraged by them to take 
on the role of director for the follow-
ing Senior Play.
Q: What challenges were you 

expecting as the director?

A: Decision making. I’m too 
open-minded and my ideas fluctu-
ate a lot. The senior play production 
crew is a big team. Being a director 
means that you’re in charge of both 
cast and crew, which is a lot of re-
sponsibility. 
Q: How did that affect actors, 
changing of props, and the 
play’s set design?

A: To make transitions as smooth as 
possible, actors must be on stage way 
before their scenes. That takes a lot 
of practice and much effort from the 
prop team. The set design has to be 
minimal to reach that effect, too.



Year-end Party: 
Fu Eng Night Night Chill

Written by Libby Hsieh

 A year-end pajama party held 
by the Student Association for English 
Department took place at Goodday, 
a Mexican restaurant, on the 30th of 
November. It was a “chill” night for 
students to gather, relax, have fun, 
and get to know each other.
 The theme was sleepovers 
with a dress code: pajamas. Students 
came in various costumes and outfits. 
Some wore onesies and others wore 
casual t-shirts with trousers. But one 
attendee wore lingerie, causing a 
stir among the crowd. According to 
the coordinator, Charles Tang, “The 
English Department is a big family. 
A home is a place where one can 
completely relax, and family members 
can also meet in their most natural 
state. We hope that everyone who 
can attend the event will be in the 
most comfortable state, just like being 
with family, so we chose the theme of 
pajamas.”
 The Student Association 
invited some fourth-grade volunteers 

to perform with everyone. The 
performances included several cute 
and sweet dances, such as “She huei 
Yao” by Siao Chuyan, “Step, Step, 
Step” by Jiou Yueh Chi Ji (玖月奇跡), 
“What’s Wrong!” by Beauty Lo, and 
“Witch Doctor” by Cartoons. This 
year, the freshmen were very active 
with a desire to perform. Mina sang 
Cardi B’s “Bodak Yellow,” Mia, Elffie, 
and Aubrey sang “Shut Up and Dance” 
by Walk the Moon. Paul and Howard 
presented romantic songs such as 
“I didn’t love you for the weather 
is sunny” by Bestards mixed with 
“Sunny Day” by Jay Chou.
 Attendees also played games, 
with gestures as the game of the 
night. However, this year had more 
attendees than usual, so some 
attendees found it  quite boring to  
wait for other groups to finish playing 
the game. Therefore, some tables 
decided to  order beers, and others 
started playing Never Have I Ever. 
 Finally, the party ended with 
“I love me better” by Lauv and led 
by Zoe Kuo and Clare Kao. The song 
was selected by votes several weeks 
before the party. Everyone was asked 
to gather and sing the theme song, 
demonstrating their love of their 
friends and of the department. 

English Department student who attended year-end party, 
photograph by Vivi Cheng, November 26, 2020

 David Chen, Dino Nieh, 
and Evan Wang from the English 
Department applied for overseas 
university exchange programs, but in 
the wake of Covid-19 quarantine and 

Exchange Students’ Lives 
in 2020         Written by Joy Wang
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lockdowns became big game-changers  
instead of different lifestyles, cultural 
exchanges, and improved language 
fluency. 
 “You have to make a thorough 
plan, and get yourself prepared for 
being alone,” David shared about 
his life at Bayreuth University, 
Germany. All classes adopted online 
conferencing or fixed-time courses, 
and stores around colleges were 
almost all closed. He said that he could 
only go out once for groceries, making 
his life very much like self-quarantine. 
However,  “I am used to being alone,” 
said David, “and a life like this leaves 
me more time to refocus and reflect on 
many things.”
 Dino shared an anecdote of 
helping two friends assemble a bed 
frame at their dormitory, and one 
of them tested positive for Covid-19 
a few days later. Dino had to take 
Covid-19 quick testing as scheduled, 
and he was nervous about the result 
during the fifteen-minute wait. He was 
negative, and he claimed jokingly that 
Taiwanese had been “Covid-proof.” 
“I was being careful in the first few 
weeks like I must get a shower after 
going outside,” he said, “but now I go 
to a party without wearing a mask.”
 Evan went on an exchange to 
Benedictine University and was not 
as lucky as Dino. In the first month 
of the new semester, the university 
announced Covid-positive cases of 
students living in school dormitories, 
and the numbers kept increasing. “The 
number grew so rapidly that it would 
be weird if you hadn’t got Covid,” said 
Evan. 
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 A Field Trip to Tesla
Written by Colette Hsu

The location of the field trip was in Tesla Inc., Neihu Dist., 
Taipei City, photograph by Colette Hsu, October 27, 2020

 On October 27, the students of 
the Department of English Language 
and Literature visited Tesla, Inc., in 
Neihu, Taipei with their instructor, 
Prof. Kate Liu, to observe the progress 
of contemporary technology and 
explore possibilities of the future.
 Contemporary English Sci-Fi 
Films: Contesting Boundaries is a 
course about rethinking issues related 
to humanity, technology, and ecology  
through sci-fi films. This field trip to 
Tesla’s branch in Neihu, Taipei, was 
an activity to acquaint the students 
with how technological innovation 
is changing people's ideas about the 
boundaries between technology and 
humanity. At the beginning of the 
event, Liu led the class to the center’s 
auditorium to receive an orientation 
about Tesla. 
 Tesla, founded by Elon Musk,  is 
an international company that focuses 
on developing technology, software, 
sustainable energy, and eco-friendly 
cars. Tesla’s products are known for 
their futuristic shapes, inspired by the 
classic sci-fi film Back to the Future, 
and reflect their vision to “accelerate 



 On December 22, sophomore 
students of the English Department at 
Fu Jen University once again joined 
together at Arens Multi-functional 
Conference Centre for the annual 
Christmas Exhibition in celebration of 
the festive holiday. 
 The Christmas Exhibition has 
been a long-standing tradition of the 
English Department. Every school 
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year, students from each section of 
the Composition & Conversation 
(CC) II classes would work together 
to create performances on topics 
related to the holiday season. What is 
interesting about this event is that it 
is entirely student-led; students are 
solely responsible for every aspect of 
their performance, and professors of 
each CC section are only present to 
offer general guidance and oversee 
students’ progress.
 The performance from Dr. 
Joseph Murphy’s section, in particular, 
was about Christmas celebrations in 
both Spanish and American cultures. 
Emma Minoungou, co-director of 
section A, shared some behind-the-
scenes information.
Q: What are the inspirations 

behind your exhibition?

A: The inspiration comes from each 
student’s ideas; we combined our 
ideas to come up with something, and 
we kept improving it over time. 
Q: How did you organize the 

aesthetics of the play, such as 
lighting, music, etc.?
A: We divided into groups: two 
directors, three people were 
responsible for the script, four for 
props, two for lighting, and two for 
sound effects.

Sophomore Christmas 
Exhibition and Interview
 w/ Section A’s Co-
Director      Written by Joyce Chen

the world's transition to sustainable 
energy.”
The receptionist Bruce Chao, an 
experienced marketing manager in 
Tesla as well as an alumnus of FJU 
English Department, introduced 
Tesla as a futuristic company not only 
because the designs of the cars are 
avant-garde , but also because the 
energy they consume is sustainable. 
Furthermore, the control system 
software  is able to update, and the 
users do not need to purchase a whole 
new one to replace the outdated 
system. “And it is the trend for the 
future, like the breakthrough of 
iPhone,” Chao said.
 The relationship between 
technology and personal privacy is a 
concern for people nowadays. Chao 
said, “currently Tesla’s security system 
is valid enough to keep the personal 
data from being leaked to the public or 
to the company.” 

Students performing at Arens, photograph by Joyce Chen
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Alumni Homecoming of the English Department  
Written by Doris Lee

 On December 5, for the 95th an-
niversary of Fu Jen Catholic Universi-
ty, alumni of the English Department 
gathered at the Fr. Franz Giet Build-
ing for the annual Alumni Home-
coming event to catch up with their 
classmates and professors, review the 
history of the department, and give 
support to the biggest event of the Fall 
semester in the English Department, 
the Senior Play. The event kicked off 
withalumnus Frank Yang, the CEO of 
Vetti Gourmet Coffee, talking about 
his motivation to build the brand 
and the story behind the successful 
business. Vetti Gourmet Coffee im-
ports internationally renowned coffee 
machines such as La Marzocco and 
Da Vinci, and they also offer baris-
ta training. Yang said he was deeply 
influenced by the professors’ teach-
ing spirit in the English Department, 
and decided to pass it on through his 
brand.
 The students from the Applied 

Computer Technology and Program-
ming class  also designed several AR 
(Augmented Reality) games and let 
the alumni and senior students get 
a taste of the newest technology. In 
the game “Christmas Art Exhibition,” 
gamers first watch a video about the 
painting on the first floor of the Fr. 
Franz Giet building then entered an 
AR game to answer questions related 
to the video. 
 CFLL and the English Depart-
ment are not the only institutions on 
campus that are short of funds. The 
CFLL theater has been struggling to 
keep in the black. The college theater 
provides students from CFLL a stage 
to perform. Famous alumnus Stan Lai 
even commented that the CFL theater 
is “the best place to cultivate dreams, 
art and team spirit.” The theater faced 
funding shortage because of infra-
structural maintenance issues, such as 
wires and electronic devices waiting to 
be fixed. 

Alumni and faculties of the English Department, photograph by Doris Lee, December 5, 2020



World Cinema: Intercultural Teaching in the Global 
Lounge                                           Written by Brynn Sun

 Flipped classroom session 
“World Cinema” has been covering 
different movies representing 
different cultures and it is happening 
right in FJU.  Because of COVID-19, 
UNESCO points out that the closure 
of schools is impacting 60% of the 
world’s student population. There 
are almost 200 countries that closed 
schools, depriving 1.5 billion people of 
the education . Most instructors now 
teach online, and Flipped Learning 
Review points out that the increase 
of international interest in flipped 
learning has reached a new high in 
June 2020. 
 In a flipped classroom, certain 
materials or tasks will be given to 
students before courses begin to meet 
face-to-face and they are asked to 
complete them independently. This 
fall, flipped learning in the English 
Department comprised a total of four 
sessions at Global Lounge on Thursday 
nights. Each session, there were two 
instructors from the Intercultural & 
Flipped Foreign Language Classroom 
MA course, teaching foreign students 
and local students on campus about 
intercultural communication via 
several films representing different 
countries including Coco (Mexico), 
Measuring the World (Germany), 
Spirited Away (Japan), and Mean 
Girls (America). Two instructors from 
two different sessions, Joy for Coco 
and Candice for Measuring the World, 
describe the flipped lessons. 

 Flipped learning has its 
advantages and disadvantages. 
Students in Taiwan are not used 
to sharing their opinions openly. 
Moreover, the instructors both believe 
that they need to provide more time 
for pupils to discuss and engage, and 
they were quite nervous since they 
didn’t know how the students would 
react. Nevertheless, the sessions both 
had positive feedback on the AR game.
 Organizing materials and 
making sure students understand 
challenging texts in order to provoke 
brainstorming and raise questions, 
making good use of technology to 
design resources that engage pupils 
and showcase different cultures, 
and establishing expectations in 
order to let students know what they 
must accomplish so that they can go 
through a more comfortable process 
of learning since they have clear 
instructions, are the challenges and 
benefits of flipped learning. Flipped 
classrooms are nowadays no doubt 
a new generation of pedagogy that 
changes the sage on the stage to the 
guide by the side.

Instructor of Spirited Away, photograph by Joy Wang
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Cyan Rhyme Awards: A Cradle of Aspiring Artists
Written by Lily Wu
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Cyan Rhyme Awards: A Cradle of Aspiring Artists

 On November 29th, 23 final-
ists of the 43rd Cyan Rhyme Awards 
gathered at the 1st floor Conference 
Room in Paul Cardinal Shan Medical 
Building at FJU to have a final show-
down. The annual event appeals to 
competitors from various colleges and 
universities across the country. When 
asked about the adoption of a demo 
tryout program based on the cooper-
ation with StreetVoice, a Taiwanese 
free music-streaming platform, com-
petition affairs team leader Yuching 
Huang said that the innovation of this 
year’s event format—adding the demo 
tryout—was to let the public hear the 
participants’ demos nationwide; by 
doing so, the team aspired to promote 
Cyan Rhyme Awards from a niche to a 
more general audience.  
 Moreover, Huang said that the 
cooperation with StreetVoice this year 
meant a lot, describing it as “a mile-
stone,” especially in an era that saw 
music-streaming services reshaping 
people’s lifestyles. The event organiz-
ers this year invited Neci Ken, an indie 
folk group featuring two vocalists, as 
the opening guest band. The panelists 
in the final were artists from various 

musical backgrounds, including pop 
punk band No-Nonsense Collective 
guitarist and vocalist Liwei Kuo, 
acoustic singer-songwriter Wenchi-
ang Liao, and Misi Ke, a singer-song-
writer, experimental sound designer, 
producer, photographer, and poet. 
Event coordinator Ipei Lin said they 
were very lucky to have these talented 
artists as judges and guests since “ev-
ery judge has different perspectives on 
certain issues of the contestants’ per-
formances, which is good.” She add-
ed, “a musician or performer needs 
that—diverse criticism—to grow as an 
artist.”
 The competition consisted of 
three sections: solo, duet, and song-
writing. The solo section required one, 
and only one, vocalist covering exist-
ing songs, the duet section required 
two vocalists covering existing songs, 
and the songwriting section required 
a group performing an original song. 
In the semi-final and final, any form 
of pre-recorded tracks were not per-
mitted during the live performance. 
According to Huang, the policy is cru-
cial because “that’s how you spot real 
talent.” 

The panel of judges in the final (left to right)  Wenchiang Liao, Misi e, and Liwei uo
Photograph by Yuchun Feng, Novemver 29, 2020



FJCU Celebrates 95th Anniversary at the End of 2020  
Written by Colette Hsu

 On December 5, 2020, cam-
pus officials and students of Fu Jen 
Catholic University (FJCU) planned a 
series of activities and performances 
on campus for celebrating the 95th 
anniversary of this university, and 
hundreds of guests came to share the 
honor of the memorable moment.
 FJCU was a catholic university 
founded in Beijing in 1945. In other 
words, although FJCU moved to Tai-
pei, Taiwan in 1961, 2020 is the 95th 
year since its debut. The theme of 
its 95th anniversary celebration was 
entitled “My Life,” and it emphasized 
“destiny” and “chance,” which are the 
two main elements of the well-known 
board game, Monopoly. The event 
slogan was: “It is destiny for you to be 
a member of FJCU, and here you can 
take a chance for your next step.” The 
representative of the staff, Minnie Lin, 
said, “In Monopoly, the player some-
times may be able to choose one of 
these options without knowing what 
the future will be. Just like our life on 
campus and in the real world.” 

 Since the theme this year was 
inspired by the famous board game, 
there were a series of activities for the 
participants to take part in and enjoy. 
For children, DIY sessions and a mi-
nor playground are provided. In front 
of the University Motto Plaza, was 
a designated area for people to dis-
play their creativity and draw on the 
ground with chalk freely.
 As for souvenirs this year, 
apart from the official products such 
as T-shirts, the canvas bags, metal 
pins, and the limited Chung Mei Au-
ditorium Easy Card, there were also 
postcards and a photo-sticker booth. 
Unlike last year, the postcard-writing 
activity this year was not to write to 
someone you miss, but to write one 
addressed to yourself and 
retrieve it in the following year. An-
other representative of the planning 
team, K. Hsieh, said, “It is relevant 
to the central theme because you can 
express your own feelings at this mo-
ment. No matter if it is positive or 
negative, you may have a different 
perspective or become better in the 
future. Thus, the postcard can be a 
record or a monument of this time in 
your life!” The photo-sticker booth, 
on the other hand, was to take photos 
with your friends, the basketball stars 
on campus, or on your own for the 
memorable time of the school.
 To celebrate the anniversary, 
there were various stands at the fair, 
including food, drinks, Tarot reading, 
cultural and creative products, and 
flea-market goods. 
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People visiting the school celebration fair /Photograph 
by Colette Hsu, Dec. 5, 2020
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The Taiwan Women Representative Team at FJCU 
football field winning third place  Photograph by 
Claire Chen

 The Copa America Football Con-
test took place on October 17-18 at the 
Fu Jen University Football Field with 
players from 13 different countries 
and an audience of over 3500 people. 
To prevent the spread of the COV-
ID-19, major sports events like the 
Tokyo Olympics and UEFA had been 
canceled. With its success at keeping 
the outbreak under control, Taiwan 
became the only place to hold such a 
cross-cultural event. This event was 
organized by the Taiwan Digital Di-
plomacy Association, which has been 
engaging in digital diplomacy with 
foreign countries since 2018. 
 They hold the spirit of “partici-
pating is more important than giving” 
to promote participatory diplomatic 
thinking and believe that by taking 
part in global issues and creating 
posts on local social media platforms, 
Taiwan can make a positive impres-
sion on foreigners. Besides the  23 
football teams from 13 different coun-
tries, Copa America Taiwan invited 
over 40 groups of food vendors and 
performers to join the festival.  
Neptali, a Honduran who works at 
ASUS and sells authentic Hondu-
ran cuisine at the event, said this is 
his second time to be here because 
some of his friends are players and 
he’s watching the game in support of 
them. Moreover, he thinks the culture 
in Taiwan and Honduras are quite 
different. “In my country, people are 
warm and passionate. Here in Taiwan, 

Another Form of Diplomacy: The Copa America 
Taiwan Football Contest    Written by Christy Chang

people are a bit shy, but actually very 
kind.” 
 This year is the first time for 
Taiwan to organize a women’s football 
team to join Copa America Taiwan, 
and they came in third place. Upon 
victory, Claire Chen, the captain of 
the Taiwanese football team, thanked 
her team members since  “winning 

third place is something we’ve nev-
er thought of achieving. Without 
my team members’ cooperation and 
perseverance, we wouldn’t have won 
this prize.” Chen said, “since this is 
the very first time for Taiwan to have 
a women’s football team, all the oth-
er teams from different countries 
cheered for us. They were excited to 
see our performance.” The chairwom-
an of Taiwan Digital Diplomacy Asso-
ciation Kuo Chia-Yo said, “we hope to 
bring together people who are inter-
ested in strengthening Taiwan-Latin 
America relations, paving the way for 
future cooperation.” 
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 On December 5th, 2020, the Fu 
Jen University Dance Club participat-
ed in the annual HUG National Dance 
Competition, winning over the audi-
ences and placing 8th on the list. The 
HUG National Dance Competition is 
Taiwan’s biggest college student dance 
competition, drawing hundreds of 
audiences from all over the country 
every year, as well as participating 
dance crews from universities all over 
Taiwan. This year, the event is hosted 
at YangMing University. After months 
of practice and preparation, the FJU 
Dance Club takes the stage once again 
and performs their choreographed 
number, “Jailbreak.”
 The concept of “Jailbreak” was 
agreed upon in unison by the partic-
ipating members when preparation 
first began. We interviewed Melody 
Zhao, the main choreographer of this 
year’s dance piece, on the basic sto-
ryline of the dance and the ideas they 
were trying to express to the audi-
ence. “What we presented was the 

2020 HUG National Dance Competition Interview 
with FJUDC Members     Written by  Josephine Wu

story about a group of prisoners who 
worked together to escape from jail, 
and ultimately embraces the freedom 
of the outside world,” says Melody, 
“in the process of figuring out how to 
break free from imprisonment, and by 
interacting with one another to reach 
a goal, the prisoners each make new 
discoveries about themselves. Parts 
of their unique personalities (charis-
ma, nerve, sexiness, boldness) that 
were suppressed in jail were let wild, 
allowing them to be who they truly 
are.” The story can be interpreted as 
an analogy to our own lives. Life as 
college students may be hard; many 
of us feel trapped inside our own skin 
or suffer anxiety due to uncertainty of 
the future, but with each new person 
we meet, the important relationships 
we build, we will be able to power 
through any obstacle. “Jailbreak” is 
a dance that radiates positivity and 
hope for the future. The idea of uni-
ty is also demonstrated through this 
year’s member selection. 

 All members of FJUDC performing on stage. Photograph by Mike Wang
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 The 2020 Taiwan European 
Film Festival at FJCU ran from 
December 1 to 30, with 17 films 
from different countries available 
for students as well as audiences 
off-campus to watch for free.
  Since 2005, the European 
Economic and Trade Office in 
Taiwan has organized the Taiwan 
European Film Festival (TEFF), for 
Taiwanese audiences to become 
familiar with the cultures and arts 
from Europe. TEFF introduces 
works from member states of the 
EU to Taiwan every year.
   Due to COVID-19, some countries 
turned to online screening and 
some chose to cancel their parts 
in the events. Taiwan became 
the only place around the world 
where the event still took place 
as usual. From November 2020 
to January 2021, 17 films from 
different countries will be screened 
in 14 cities and counties in Taiwan 
for free, with both Mandarin and 
English subtitles. 
 Co-organized by the 
EU Centre at FJCU, Office of 
International Education, Fu Jen 
Catholic University is also one of 
the venues for the events, from 
December 1 to 30. According to 
Dr. Albert Wei-Min Tang, the 
Dean of Office of International 
Education, FJCU has always been 
a top choice for TEFF to cooperate 
with because it is one of the first 

Taiwan European Film Festival in FJCU 
Written by Colette Hsu

schools to possess the professional 
organization to deal with European 
affairs. 
 The opening ceremony of 
TEFF in FJCU was on December 
2, despite the first screening 
event being held the day before. 
The screening was in the Global 
Lounge, Giet Building. The 
opening ceremony cooperated 
with Please, Please Me, the store in 
Global Lounge, for free light meals  
for the first one hundred audience 
members who attended the event. 
 The film of the opening 
ceremony was Tel Aviv on Fire 
(2018), the representative film 
from Luxembourg this year. 

The publicity of TEFF and the voucher for the free 
snack, photograph by Colette Hsu, Dec. 2, 2020



served with focaccia and red yeast tofu 
dipping, they added red quinoa that only 
grows in Taiwan. This indicates the in-
novation of the chef to combine western 
cuisine with local Taiwanese flavor. 
 Their main course is Waldorf with 
crispy chicken fillet. Layering different 
ingredients like tomatoes, apples, nuts, 
and French fried eggs, and combined 
with Basque sauce. Another dish is prime 
chuck flap steak with red wine truffle 
sauce. In the past, due to the difficulty 
in controlling the doneness of the steak, 
they avoided using beef. So it is a chal-
lenge for the chef this year to bring this 
upscale ingredient back to the stage. Mr. 
Du said during the interview that they 
choose to cook the steak using sous vide, 
which is a molecular cooking method 
with lower temperature and longer time.
 Each year, the chefs of the Christ-
mas meal promote a new menu. Accord-
ing to the teaching assistant, Xu Shimin, 
the purpose of developing new products 
is to let students understand the im-
portance of teamwork. From product 
development , the actual production, to 
the later marketing process, each step is 
completed through group cooperation. 
While designing the menu, it is impor-
tant to know how to control the cost of 
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Main course,  
/Photograph by Shona Song

  The Jia-Yuan Laboratory 
Restaurant at FuJen Catholic Univer-
sity started selling advance tickets for 
Christmas special meals in front of 
the Fu Yuan student canteen, starting 
from November 23. These meals were 
designed by four groups of students 
from the Department of Restaurant, 
Hotel, and Institution Management 
(RHIM), and were sold on December 
18th, 22nd, 23rd, and 24th respective-
ly.   
 The Jia-Yuan restaurant was 
opened in July 1983 and can seat up 
to 126 people. The Jia-Yuan Christmas 
special meal has been implemented 
for the last 15 years, but the meal con-
tents are slightly adjusted according to 
each year’s coordinating students and 
conditions. The Jia-Yuan restaurant 
mainly provides course training for 
students from the RHIM department 
and the Department of Nutrition Sci-
ence, who are studying for the group 
meal preparation internship. During 
this internship, students simulate a 
large number of catering practices and 
service skills to increase practical ex-
periences in group meal preparation. 
 One of the chefs of the Christ-
mas meal on December 24th, Du Yu 
Yu, said that their main design con-
cept is the combination of
luxurious western cuisines and tradi-
tional Taiwanese food. Instructed by 
a professor who is an expert in French 
cuisines, they intend to provide cus-
tomers with a unique taste of abun-
dant layers of scent. One of their inno-
vations is the use of different sauces. 
In the chestnut pumpkin cream soup 

Written By Shona Song

Christmas Special Meal at Jia-Yuan Laboratory 
Restaurant

ingredients. 
“For the most 
part, we let the 
students do it 
themselves, 
with teachers 
and teach-
ing assistants 
guiding them.” 
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 On December 16, students from 
the College of Foreign Language of Fu 
Jen Catholic University gathered at the 
Fr. Franz Giet Building for the Christ-
mas Carol competition held by the 
Student Association of College of For-
eign Language to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Performers were freshmen from 
each department, and they sung two 
carol songs in different languages to 
be rated by the judges, teachers from 
the six departments of CFLL.  “Now-
adays, many people celebrate Christ-
mas without knowing what it means 
and the merchants have made it much 
more commercial,” said teacher Li 
Shin (里信 ), who works for the Office 
of Spirituality Guidance. “We should 
remember that Christmas is a holiday 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 
and that we shall be grateful for what 
God has brought to us.” As she led the 
prayer, the first competitors, students 
from the German Department, were 
ready to sing the first song of the night 
after students from the six depart-
ments of CFLL had toured the campus 

   Christmas Carol
Written by Libby Hsieh

Competitors from English Department, photograph by 
Libby Hsieh, Dec, 16, 2020.

playing “Jingle Bells” to spread the 
spirit of Christmas.
 The German Department sang 
“O Tennenbaum” ( O Christmas Tree) 
and “Letzte Weihnacht” (Last Christ-
mas). The students from the Ger-
man Department were followed by 
the French Department who brought 
two beautiful French carols “Qu’est-
ce Qu’on Attend Pour être Heureux?” 
(What are we waiting for to make us 
happy?) and “Ce Que Je Veux Pour  
Noël C’est Toi” (All I want for Christ-
mas is you). Students from the French 
Department showcased their song by 
singing and dancing. The third set 
were from the English Department 
who performed “Last Christmas” and 
“Mistletoe” accompanied by live guitar 
playing. To differentiate the German 
Department, they added a playlet dur-
ing the gap between the two songs to 
spice up the event. 
 As one of the performers asked, 
“Do you have a name?” to the singing 
girl, she confessed her love by singing, 
“or I will just call you mine.”The Ital-
ian Department then presented “Tu 
scendi dalle Stelle” (From Starry Skies 
descending) and then moved on to the 
brisk “Santa Dimmi” (Santa tell me), 
with cute gestures and musical accom-
paniment from the department teach-
er. Following last year’s champion, the 
students from Japanese Department 
sang “Snow Halation” and “Xmas 
Kiss.”



Chirstmas Market on Campus  
Written by Audrey Shon

 The Christmas Market held by 
the Student Association on campus 
took place from December 21-24 
at the Fenghua Plaza in front of 
the Chung Mei auditorium. A lot of 
students participated in this special 
annual celebration because of many 
eye-catching features in the Christmas 
market.
       “Many students contacted us 
through social media a month ago 
to ask if we are going to hold the 
market this year,” says Jay Yu from 
the Department of Life Science. As 
one of the coordinators of the event, 
Yu mentions that he is excited and 
has looked forward to the market 
weeks before, considering that it is 
his first Christmas event in Fu Jen 
after his transfer in September. Yu 
also claims that since the Student 
Association wants to make this market 

more relatable to the students, they 
designed a lot of interactive activities 
that will catch the student’s attention. 
“There are surveys about students’ 
opinions toward certain topics on 
campus, such as smoking areas and 
leave policies.” Yu says the survey 
combines with a check-in system, and 
students will receive a small gift from 
the association once they finish the 
survey. During the interview, many 
students are still waiting to check-in 
for the survey, so Yu says he holds an 
optimistic attitude toward this activity.
  Other than the stands run by 
students, there are still many other 
vendors selling different merchandise 
as well. These vendors sell a great 
amount of products including 
snacks, second-hand clothes, and 
accessories. When being asked 
about the most popular stand in the 
Christmas market, many students 
point to the doughnut stand without 
any hesitation. The stand selling 
doughnuts on the market is not just 
any random bakery, but a famous one 
named Lremumuteke, which stands 
for “a hollow circle” in the language 
of the Rukai tribe in the aboriginal 
culture. Originated in eastern Taiwan, 
Lremumuteke is famous for the 
special ingredients they use to make 
doughnuts. Unlike any other bakery 
in Taiwan, the owner of Lremumuteke 
uses millet, the most vital crop that 
supports the lives of Rukai people, 
for the ingredient of the doughnuts, 
creating a chewy taste that attracts 
many doughnut-lovers.

15

Photo taken at the beginning of the market photo-
graph by Audrey Shon
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Lighting up Christmas with Love and Warmth: 
Christmas Fair at FJCU College of Foreign Languages 
and Literature    Written by Christy Chang

 FJCU CFLL Christmas fair was 
held on November 30, exotic cuisines 
and desserts from all over the world 
were served to celebrate Christmas 
with the theme “Light up Love.” The 
Christmas fair at CFLL this year also 
introduces “Christnukkah,” which is 
a cultural integration that celebrates 

“Christian Christmas” and “Jewish Ha-
nukkah” together. Traditional Israelite 
food Sufganiyot and Latkes are served 
at the fair, giving students a whole 
new experience of Christmas.
 The six departments of the Col-
lege of Foreign Languages and Liter-
atures sold featured delicacies from 
different countries. For example, the 
English department sold American 
chocolate fudge cookies and British 
fresh milk tea, representing the af-
ternoon tea culture in England. Kiki 
Huang is the coordinator of the Christ-
mas fair from the English Department. 
We had an interview with her and she 
shared her idea on organizing the 
event. When being asked about the in-
spiration for the food choices to repre-
sent the English Department, she said 

“the idea of selling cookies and milk 
tea emerged from the British after-
noon tea. We decide to make it a set, 
as the English department represents 
both American and British cultures. 
Moreover, she thinks it a good chance 
for English majors to showcase their 

talents. As the vendors at the Christ-
mas fair are quite competitive, mem-
bers of the student association tried 
hard to come up with a good way to 
promote the products.
 Kiki also invited students from 
other colleges to join the fair, to be 
surrounded by the lively atmosphere 
of Christmas, and to try featured foods 
from various cultures. As for the Ger-
man department, they are selling gin-
gerbread and “Stollen,” which is a kind 
of bread that originated from Dresden 
in the 14th century. It was first made 
by German bakers to contribute to the 
church, but now it became a popular 
Christmas pastry for the Germans. 
The materials of “Stollen” are yeast, 
water, and flour. Normally, bakers put 
candied orange peel, raisins, almonds, 
apricots, and spices such as cardamom 
and cinnamon in the dough, making 
the bread flavorful. For beverages, 
mulled wine catches people’s attention 
on chilly winter days.      

The decorations of Fr. Franz Giet Building at FJCU 
CFL during Christmas, photograph by Alyson Wang
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 In the English Department 
and the Department of Restaurant, 
Hotel and Institutional Management 
(RHIM), professors apply the distance 
teaching method as an efficient tool 
for improving the international 
connections in the physical classroom. 
Using the advanced multimedia 
facilities in the Giet Building, such as 
videoconferencing services, students 
from different countries can join in the 
same class simultaneously.
 E-learning (online learning) 
refers to the learning system based 
on formalized teaching but with the 
help of electronic resources. It can be 
based in or out of classrooms, while 
its essence is to utilize computers 
and other Internet forms. E-learning 
breaks the limitation of time and 
space, since students can learn 
whenever they want and wherever 
they go. It also allows students to 
refresh themselves on information 
that would typically be forgotten 
immediately after a traditional 
class. This semester, in the RHIM 
Department Professor Yu Chih (Karen) 
Chiang, Ph.D. provides an all-English 
course called Foodservice Faculty 
Planning in Defang Building. She 
cooperates with Kazuharu Owada, 
Ph.D. from Ritsumeikan University 
in Japan to demonstrate professional 
knowledge in the hospitality industry, 
related to food, tourism, customs, etc. 
While sharing the interior design of 
the facility in the restaurant and the 
gastronomy science, students also get 

How E-Learning During COVID-19 Inspired the 
Transformation of  Education  Written by  Shona Song

to experience the different concepts 
in terms of the arrangement and the 
design of the restaurants in Japan and 
Taiwan, to see what can be used and 
adjusted to fit in their own culture. 
 According to the interview 
with Professor Karen Chiang, RHIM 
Department in Fu Jen University has 
a cooperative relationship with the 
Gastronomy Management Department 
at Ritsumeikan University. Each year, 
there are lots of Taiwanese students 
who join the exchange program and 
study in Ritsumeikan university. It is 
one of the best universities in Japan 
to learn special skills in hospitality 
management. However, this year, due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Japanese students have to take 
online courses at home.Thus, after 
Professor Chiang had a discussion 
with professor Owada during the sum-
mer vacation, they decided to open 
this “in-classroom online course” from 
October 19th, 2020 to December 21st, 
2020. 

Zoom meeting classroom, photograph by Shona 
Song 
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 In the fall semester of 2020, the 
FJU Department of Finance and Inter-
national Business and the Department 
of Information Management opened a 
new course called “Finance Data Anal-
ysis and Intelligent Trading,” inviting 
two technology financing experts from 
Sys Just Corp. to be guest speakers 
and judges of the final projects. Pro-
fessor Han (韓千山 ) and Professor 
Lin (林文修 ) from the College of 
Management are two teachers who 
coordinated in designing the course’s 
lessons and contents. The course, 
according to Han, “aims to impart 
knowledge in the field of finance and 
at the same time incorporate practical 
analyzing systems and coding tech-
niques to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of stock trading.”
 “Sys Just Corp.’s XQ trading 
system, which our students are learn-
ing to use, not only contains abundant 
financial information and trading 
strategies,” said Han, “but is also gain-

"Coordinating Course: Finance Data Analysis and 
Intelligent Trading" Teaches You How to Trade 
Smarter and Learn Faster in the Stock Market  

Written by Lizzie Tsai

ing popularity in the world of finance 
due to its advanced functions.”In fact, 
two of the most fascinating functions 
of this trading system are that it al-
lows users to backtrack performance 
of their trading strategies on previous 
data and perform pseudo-real-time 
transactions in the actual market. By 
doing so, students won’t have to waste 
time and money on the stock market 
just to learn a painful lesson. “Don’t 
pay the tuition on the actual battle-
field,” Han often says in his lectures. 
“Make your college tuition fee worth-
while by learning as many lessons as 
you can beforehand.”
 Midway through the semester 
and proceeding to the final evalua-
tions, students of the course are busy 
working on their final projects. In 
their final projects, they have to devel-
op one or multiple trading strategies, 
transform them into codes, then com-
pare results or show the effectiveness 
of their strategies using the simulating 
functions provided in the XQ trading 
system. The goal might seem simple, 
yet the process can be otherwise. Sev-
eral students have been struggling 
with synchronizing different strategies 
into a new combination that actually 
works.  However, despite the challeng-
es, most students find the contents 
of the course very practical and up to 
date. 

Professor Han’s lecture about the analysis of  stock 
trend, photograph by Lizzie Tsai
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Global Lounge—A New Place for Cross-Cultural 
Communication       Written by Lizzie Tsai

The Global Lounge’s new outlook, photograph by Lizzie 
Tsai

 After the grand opening ceremo-
ny of Global Lounge at the first floor 
of Giet Building last semester, Global 
Lounge has been gaining attention 
from more and more students and 
faculties. This semester, activities that 
took place in Global Lounge include 
the Welcome Back Party for Interna-
tional Students held on Oct. 29, World 
Cinema II and movie display of Meas-
uring the World on Nov. 26, and the 
artist Leon Fenster’s Talk about the 
ancient Jewish festival—Hanukkah 
held on Dec 1. The Resource Center of 
Foreign Language Teaching and Digi-
tal Learning, and the Office of Interna-
tional Education and College of For-
eign Languages are all parties active 
in building up cross-cultural commu-
nication and collaboration within the 
campus, utilizing the space and facili-
ties of Global Lounge.
 “This is our idea— we hope to 
make the Global Lounge a center for 
cross-cultural communication.” Pro-
fessor Kate Liu, also Dean of the Col-
lege of Foreign Languages said in the 
interview, “and cross-cultural commu-

nication can start with festivals since 
they are more accessible and more 
welcomed by students.” This is why 
many activities held this semester all 
present themes connected to festivals 
all over the world. The annual Christ-
mas market and exhibition is another 
successful example. With last year’s 
introduction to the birth of Jesus 
Christ and this year’s presentation of 
the love and light of the ancient Jew-
ish festival Hanukkah, the College of 
Foreign Languages hopes to remind 
students of the meanings and spirits 
behind Christmas.
 Besides holding activities pro-
moting cross-cultural communication, 
the College of Foreign Languages also 
has a vision of bringing classes into the 
Global Lounge. “The Global Lounge is 
not just a lounge,” said Professor Kate, 
“it’s also an open space for education.” 
Today, students in the College of For-
eign Languages have varied interests 
and expectations toward the applica-
tion of language. While many students 
put their passion into music, lighting, 
and drama, enjoying working togeth-
er as a team either in the spotlight or 
behind the scene, many other students 
find their interests in business, mar-
keting, and education. 
 According to Professor Kate, 
if the CFL Theatre is the first place 
where students can demonstrate their 
multiple skills and talents, Global 
Lounge is another stage and canvas in 
which students can display their spe-
cialties and learnings. 
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 This semester, new facilities in-
cluding a film studio and video editing 
rooms are set up in Fu Jen Univer-
sity’s libraries through efforts of the 
library staff in order to provide a more 
diverse self-learning environment for 
students.
 Located on the fourth floor of 
the Fahy Library and originally a 
group study room, the film studio was 
an additional function of the large 
room. With green and blue screens 
that can be scrolled up and down elec-
tronically, the studio serves as the per-
fect place for students to record their 
videos and film assignments via the 
chroma key technique. On the second 
floor, students will find four video-ed-
iting rooms which include dual-screen 
computers and multimedia software 
such as PowerDirector 18 and Pre-
miere Pro. During noontime, the 
rooms are used as classrooms for the 
English Writing Center, and at other 
times, students can work on their vid-
eo projects. In addition, LCD screens 
with HDMI cables are installed in 
some of the group discussion rooms. 
By plugging in their laptops and 
phones, students can work on their 
presentations with visual aids.
 Thanks to the library director 
and staff, students can now gain ac-
cess to these useful facilities. “Since 
libraries are the last facilities to be 
closed on campus, we figured that 
installing new facilities in the libraries 
would be more convenient. Students 

FJU Library: New Facilities and Future Plans
Written by Catherine Chiang

Library director Shun-De Chen/Photograph 
by Catherine Chiang

are allowed to use these rooms when-
ever the libraries are open,” said the 
library director, Shun-De Chen. As the 
rooms were previously used only for 
class and discussion at certain times, 
it seemed a waste of these resources 
when they were not being used. He 
added that, “there are currently about 
ten to twenty courses on campus that 
require video-making projects, and 
students need these facilities.” Thus, 
the idea of adding filming and vid-
eo-editing functions to these rooms 
came to the director’s mind.
 In hopes of building a better en-
vironment for reading and studying, 
the library staff try to provide the best 
facilities possible under limited space 
and funding. 
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University Assembly Representatives     
Written by Audrey Shon

Fredrica Chiu in the assembly, photograph by 
Audrey Shon 

 Two of the student representa-
tives in the school assembly of Fu Jen 
Catholic University, Roger Chen, from 
the History Department and Fredri-
ca Chiu, from the Graduate Program 
of Mass Communication talk about 
the obligations of representatives and 
future policies.  As student represent-
atives, they are in charge of organizing 
the opinions of students before the 
assembly. 
 A School Assembly, according to 
the Ministry of Education, is a confer-
ence held regularly that enables mem-
bers on campus to discuss policies and 
affairs relating to the school. Repre-
sentatives to the school assembly in 
university usually consist of students, 
teachers, school administrators, di-
rectors, and sometimes the university 
president. Frederica Chiu and Roger 
Chen were both elected as student 
representatives this academic year. 

Chiu says that she considers the as-
sembly to be a place that helps express 
the real voice of students since it is a 
precious chance for students to speak, 
but responsiveness depends on the at-
titudes of the chairperson or the host 
of the assembly. Some of them tend to 
interrupt the students when they are 
talking, while some are more consid-
erate, valuing the rights of students.
 When first elected as the assem-
bly representative, Chiu admits that 
she felt puzzled and nervous, but every 
time she participates in an assembly, 
her anxiety lessens. For a responsible 
representative, preparation is of vital 
importance. All representatives re-
ceive documents containing detailed 
information about the procedure and 
topics of an assembly in advance. 
 “At first, those regulations about 
the assembly were really difficult and 
drove me crazy…there is a lot of jargon 
in a serious official conference, such 
as proposals, reconsiderations, ve-
toes, and motions.” According to Chen, 
many procedures made reference to 
regulations in the Legislative Yuan, so 
it was a tough task for non-law major 
students to understand them. “Lucki-
ly, I have a good memory to memorize 
them in a short time.” Chen thinks 
that he now has better confidence and 
anticipates that he will be able to co-
operate with other student represent-
atives in the future. 
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Students Bring Flowers to Memorialize Laifu
Written by Doris Lee

 The school dog of Fu Jen 
Catholic University, Laifu, passed 
away after a car accident on 
September 4 after an unsuccessful 
attempt to resuscitate. According 
to The Doggy Club’s facebook post, 
Laifu passed away around 3 A.M.  
A car accidentally hit Laifu, who 
The Doggy Club suspected to be 
following students out of campus 
for treats at Zhong Zheng Road in 
front of the university. After the 
accident, the driver and members 
of The Doggy Club rushed Laifu 
to a 24-hour animal hospital. 
However, Laifu had severe internal 
bleeding and multiple body 
fractures and soon passed away. 
 The Doggy Club decided to 
bury Laifu in the garden in front of 
the CFL Theater, his favorite spot 
on the FJU Campus. Days after the 
burial, university students came 
back from a long summer break. 
Students who heard the news 

brought flowers and placed them 
in front of the CFL Theater to pay 
respect to the campus’ beloved 
mascot.
 The Doggy Club rescued 
Laifu in 2017 after they noticed 
the former owner was mistreating 
him. According to Luo, Laifu used 
to be a food stand owner’s pet near 
campus. After treatment, Laifu got 
used to life at FJU, and the former 
owner agreed to let him stay on 
campus. Besides the university 
students, Laifu also befriended the 
CFL Theater secretary Shih Sin Yi. 
One rainy day in January 2019, the 
secretary saw Laifu drenched by 
the rain, and used a towel to dry 
him off, leaving it on the stairs so 
Laifu could stay there. Since then, 
Laifu made CFL Theater his home, 
and Miss Shih also became Laifu's 
caretaker. 
 Taking care of school dogs 
on campus is part of The Doggy 
Club’s daily routine; they are a 
NGO of volunteer students and 
alumni from FJU. For the past 
17 years, they strive to keep the 
stray animals safe around the 
campus. Although The Doggy 
Club is not an official student 
club in the university, their acts 
of charity, endless patience, and 
love toward these stray animals 
are renowned at school,  attracting 
attention  from several Taiwanese 
newspapers.

CFL Theater, photograph by Doris Lee


